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For Immediate Release 
 
Louis Dreyfus Natural Gas Completes Purchase of Oil & Gas Assets of 
Costilla Energy, Inc. and Announces Planned Common Stock Offering 
 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma - Louis Dreyfus Natural Gas Corp. (NYSE: LD) today announced it has 
completed the purchase of Costilla Energy, Inc.’s, (Costilla) oil and gas assets for $133 million.  The 
transaction is effective April 1, 2000, and the Company anticipates a final cash price of approximately $126 
million, after the post effective purchase price adjustments.  The purchase will initially be funded with 
borrowing from the Company’s existing credit facility. 
 
The Company also announced a planned common stock public offering.  A total of five million shares will 
be offered.  Three of the five million shares are being offered by the Company, with the balance being 
offered by the Company’s largest shareholder, S.A. Louis Dreyfus et Cie.  The stock offering will be 
underwritten by Lehman Brothers, Salomon Smith Barney, Banc of America Securities, Dain Rauscher 
Wessels and Prudential Securities, with an anticipated completion date prior to June 30, 2000.  A copy of a 
preliminary prospectus relating to the offering may be obtained from Louis Dreyfus Natural Gas, 14000 
Quail Springs Parkway, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73134, or from any of the underwriters. 
 
The Costilla properties, primarily located in South and West Texas, are strategically located within the 
Company’s core regions where the Company has considerable operating experience. For the first quarter 
of 2000, the properties averaged production levels of approximately 44 MMcfed and add proved reserves of 
approximately 135 Bcfe at a cost of $.93 per Mcfe.  The reserves have a ratio of 87% gas to 13% oil. In 
addition to the developed properties, there are a number of opportunities for exploration in areas adjacent 
to the Company’s existing property base.   The acquisition is expected to be accretive even taking into 
account the planned common stock offering. 
________________________________ 
 
This press release includes certain statements that may be deemed to be “forward-looking statements” within the meaning 
of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as 
amended.  All statements, other than statements of historical facts, included in this press release that address activities, 
events or developments that the Company expects, believes or anticipates will or may occur in the future, including 
drilling of wells, reserve estimates, future production of oil and gas, future cash flows and other such matters are forward-
looking statements.  These statements are based on certain assumptions and analyses made by the Company in light of its 
experience and perception of historical trends, current conditions, expected future developments and other factors it 
believes are appropriate in the circumstances.  Such statements are subject to a number of assumptions, risks and 
uncertainties, many of which are beyond the control of the Company.  Investors are cautioned that any such statements 
are not guarantees of future performance and that actual results or developments may differ materially from those 
projected in the forward-looking statements. 
 

# # # 
 
Louis Dreyfus Natural Gas is one of the largest independent natural gas companies engaged in the acquisition, development, 
exploration, production and marketing of natural gas and crude oil in the United States.  Internet address: 
http://www.ldng.com 
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